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Grassroots Habitat Conservation for Shorebirds at IBAs  

On Pacific Coast of the America Project 

Final Report 
 

Project Name:   Save Our Shorebirds 

Contracting Party:    Mendocino Coast Audubon Society 

Project Manager:      Becky Bowen, Save Our Shorebirds Coordinator 

                                    15340 Seadrift Avenue, #94 

                                    Caspar, CA 95420 

                                    707 962-1602 

                                    casparbeck@comcast.net 

 

Terms of Payment:    $11,739 in two equal portions in two years during period  

                                    of grant-funded activity June 1, 2007 - September 30, 2008. 

   

Source of Funds:     Audubonôs funding the Project is made possible by a grant     

                                  from the David and Lucile Packard Foundation. 

 

 

SAVE OUR SHOREBIRDS  

 
Goal/Objectives:  The Save Our Shorebirds goal was to provide a safe habitat for resident and migrating shorebirds in the Im-

portant Bird Areas MacKerricher State Park on the Mendocino County, California coast.  The long-term objective was to work 

toward a five per cent increase in the number of watchlisted shorebirds on three beaches in MacKerricher State Park. 

 

Accomplished Items/Activities: 

¶ Nathan M. Cooley, an honors student majoring in Marine Science Technology at College of the Redwoods, entered into an 

agreement with the Mendocino Coast Audubon Society (MCAS) as an independent contractor to direct shorebird survey vol-

unteers and compile data about shorebird surveys on three California State Parks beaches in MacKerricher State Park north 

of Fort Bragg, CA.  Ten Mile Beach, Virgin Creek Beach and Glass Beach, located in MacKerricher State Park, are in the 

Mendocino Coast Important Bird Area on the Pacific Flyway. 
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¶ More than  25 Save Our Shorebirds volunteers were recruited and trained by California State Parks (Mendocino District ) and 

MCAS.  On August 11, 2007, fifteen SOS volunteers received Snowy Plover Training from Ron LeValley, Mad River Biolo-

gists, an organization certified by U.S. Fish and Wildlife and various California agencies to conduct wildlife surveys and as-

sessments.   

¶ Director Cooley worked with California State Parks Environmental Scientist Angela Martin Liebenberg and MCAS conserva-

tion committee member Dorothy Tobkin to create a shorebird survey data sheet.  Volunteers recorded bird counts and distur-

bances to shorebirds on data sheets.  All survey work came under supervision of Ms. Liebenberg.  California State Parks part-

nered with MCAS for this project by providing wildlife management direction, technical support and removal of invasive 

European beach grass (Ammophila arenaria) from the critical Snowy Plover habitat in Ten Mile Dune Preserve.  More than 

$l30,000 has been budged by State Parks for this non-native plant removal during the next several years.  On December 9, 

2007, volunteers observed Snowy Plover activity in one area where grass was successfully removed. 

¶ Volunteers surveyed three designated locations (approximately ten linear miles of beach) every day during the summer and 

submitted observations to Director Cooley.  A copy of the SOS Survey Data Sheet is attached.  Surveys continued once a week 

after September and once a month from October through May. 

¶ Other activities included participation with State Parks, Mendocino Last Trust and College of the Redwoods students to re-

move trash from Ten Mile Beach during California Coastal Cleanup Days in September of 2007 and 2008; and removal of 

jubata grass (Cortaderia jubata) in Ten Mile Preserve (volunteer Art Morley and colleagues have removed more than 3,000 

jubata plants in the preserve during the past eleven years). 

¶ Director Cooley met with Prof. Greg Grantham, College of the Redwoods, to discuss presentation of SOS data for this report 

and the Shorebird Protection Plan, a project goal.   

¶ A listserve  tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/AudubonSOS established an internet source for SOS schedules, information and 

photographs.  SOS data also is posted on the site.   

 

Outcomes/Deliverables Noted in  Funding Agreement: 

¶ Director Cooley submitted his 2007, 2008 data to State Parks and the Mendocino Coast Audubon Society, required by the 

funding agreement.  A copy is attached (on CD).  This data contains all observations, including bird censuses and records of 

disturbance to shorebirds.  A summary of findings follows. 

¶ Director Cooley submitted his Conservation Plan for volunteers (Shorebird Protection Plan) to State Parks in October, 2008, in 

a meeting with the District State Parks Superintendent, Senior Ecologist and Environmental Scientist and four MCAS members 

(including our President David Jensen and Conservation Chair Warren Wade).  A copy of the Shorebird Protection Plan is at-

tached.  Many of the recommendations were implemented and others currently are under consideration. 
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¶ We have met our goals of 2007, 2008, but we have not reached our objective as one can see by our summary and the SOS 

data.  Our shorebirds still are in trouble and the original SOS program was not conclusive.  Our revised goal is to continue the 

program for as long as possible in order to work toward a decrease in disturbance to the shorebirds on our State Parks beaches 

and an increase in the number of shorebirds that inhabit those beachesðboth the year-round residents and migrating shore-

birds. 

 

Financial Report: 

 

Amount Received:         $11,739.00 

 

Total Expended:              15,000.00 

 

                                           June 1ðSeptember 30, 2007  $7,500 payment to N. Cooley 

                                           June 1ðSeptember 30, 2008   $7,500 payment to N. Cooley 

Amount Left Unspent:    0 

 

These payments satisfied the contract with Director Cooley, an independent contractor, and are outlined on page 6 of the agree-

ment between National Audubon Society, Inc., and Mendocino Coast Audubon Society (C42) in February, 2007.  These expendi-

tures were proposed in the original grant request.  All grant funds were deposited into a restricted SOS account and can be au-

dited by contacting Judy Steele, Mendocino Coast Audubon Society Treasurer. 

 

Please note total grant request was for $15,000 (for two years) and the Mendocino Coast Audubon Society raised funds to meet 

this goal.  We needed $3,261 and we raised that amount. 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chapter Representative Signature                        Title                              Date 
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Save Our Shorebirds 

Mendocino Coast Audubon Society 

Summary of Findings 

June, 2007-September 2008 

 
Our story starts July 28, 2005,  with an entry in a Western Snowy Plover log after a survey on Ten Mile Beach north of Fort Bragg, 

CA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In what seemed like an overnight event, scores of Common Murre carcasses washed up on the expansive beach.  It was a frighten-

ing discoveryðpart of a catastrophic West Coast seabird die-off in 2005. 

 

We know now that a lack of ocean upwelling in the summer of 2005 contributed to a loss of krill that had a deadly domino effect on 

marine wildlifeðincluding pelagic birds.  The cause still is under consideration.  And 2005 was the year we last recorded a West-

ern Snowy Plover nest in MacKerricher State Park. 

 

Mendocino Coast Audubon Society volunteers have assisted biologists for several years with Western Snowy Plover surveys.  The 

plovers are federally listed as ñthreatenedò and MacKerricher State Parks beaches are surveyed as part of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

recovery efforts.  State Parks Environmental Scientist Angela M. Liebenberg supervises volunteer efforts and reports sightings to 

California State Parks, U.S. Fish and Wildlife, Point Reyes Bird Observatory and Humboldt State University.  She also shares find-

ings with Mad River Biologists, an environmental research company that is federally permitted to conduct wildlife surveys.                                           
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