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Bobolink, 18 Sept 2023, Noyo 
Headlands Park, found by Matt 

Brady, photo Roger Adamson.

RECENT SIGHTINGS
by Roger Adamson

Bell’s Least Vireo, 16 Sep 2023, Ross and Moat Creek Plateau, 
photo by Todd Easterla. 

With songbird migration in full-swing and an influx of numerous 
skilled birders, Mendocino County yielded an extraordinary 
variety of rare birds comprising about fifty independent reports 
and over twenty-five species during September. Due to the long 
list I will not identify all the locations or dates. If you are interested 
in details, contact me or check the eBird maps. 

Several warbler species were noted: eight Tennessee Warblers 
(GrG, LK, TB, LWR, MB, CV, JW), one American Redstart (LK), 
a Magnolia Warbler (LK), two Northern Waterthrushes (LK), 
five Chestnut-sided Warblers (SS, MB, CV, JW, LK, CW, TW), 
a Blackpoll Warbler (TE), and one Palm Warbler (TE). Orchard 
Orioles were seen four times (SS, TE, TS, RA). Four Bobolinks 
were found (MB, RA, TS, CL, TE). Two Vesper Sparrows were 
seen (BK, MB). Three Guadalupe Murrelets were photographed on 
the pelagic trip, along with a Brown Booby (many observers, guided 
by RF and TE). Also, notable on the pelagic trip was a Tennessee 
Warbler and a Chipping Sparrow, both ten to fifteen miles offshore.

The Black
Oystercatcher 



The following bird species were seen as individual birds: Nashville Warbler (MB), Semi-palmated 
Sandpiper (TB, BK, FH), Lark Bunting (SS), Dusky Flycatcher (TE), Ferruginous Hawk (TB), Purple 
Martin (MB), Black-capped Chickadee (MB), Rose-breasted Grosbeak (MB), Clay-colored Sparrow 
(TE), Yellow-breasted Chat (CV), Black-necked Stilt (GeG), and Pacific Golden Plover (CL). 

A few birds deserve special mention. A Bar-tailed Godwit at Virgin Creek Beach was the second 
one seen this autumn and became the fifth county record (09/05; LWR). This bird was especially 
satisfying because it stayed in our area for at least six days and was seen by numerous birders. 
The fourth county record of a Dickcissel was recorded at Usal campground (09/15; CV, MB, JW). 
Relatively rare in California, Dickcissels breed from Texas to Illinois and into the Dakotas; they 
winter primarily in Venezuela and Colombia. Last, Todd Easterla identified a Bell’s Vireo (Least) 
along the south coast near Gualala for a first county record (09/16; TE). While Bell’s Vireo is rather 
wide-spread in North America, this subspecies, often called Least Bell’s Vireo, is found primarily 
from northern Baja into the Los Angeles basin. Least Bell’s Vireo and the Arizona subspecies, 
are under consideration to be split from the two eastern subspecies to become an independent 
species. The proposal awaits more data. 
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Continued from page 1

Thanks to the following for reports: Greg Guisti (GrG), Matt Brady (MB), Lisa Walker-Roseman 
(LWR), Logan Kahle (LK), Tim Bray (TB), Bob Keiffer (BK), Frank Hall (FH), Steve Stump 
(SS), Todd Easterla (TE), Chuck Vaughn (CV), Jerry White (JW), Roger Adamson (RA), Chris 
Lamoureux (CL), Rob Fowler (RF), Tim Steurer (TS), Chris Willis (CW), Terri Willis (TW), George 
Gibbs (GeG), and numerous pelagic birders on the 9/17 trip. 

Bar-tailed Godwit, 5 Sep 2023, Virgin Creek Beach, found by Lisa Walker-Roseman, photo Roger Adamson.
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Seabirding conditions were ideal as we set out from Noyo harbor shortly after sunrise – 
calm seas, high overcast and light winds. We headed southwest for 43 miles, passing over 
the Navarro and Arena canyons, until we were more than 28 miles west of Point Arena. 
Along the way we saw thousands of shearwaters, primarily Sooty and Pink-footed as well 
as several Buller’s, all three Jaegers, Ashy Storm Petrels, Arctic Terns, a Tufted Puffin, Black 
Albatross, Northern Fulmar, South Polar Skua, and several other pelagic species. The most 
memorable bird sightings for the day were Scripp’s Murrelet (seldom seen on our trips) and 
two rare sightings: Guadalupe Murrelets and a Brown Booby of the brewsteri persuasion. 
Non-avian sightings included many Humpback Whales, Dall’s Porpoises, a school of young 
Mola Mola sunfish, and a small group of leaping tunas.

The greatest risk from going out on a pelagic trip is not seasickness and certainly not sinking. 
The greatest risk is wanting to go back out for more. You can get hooked like a hungry fish. 
Just ask Tim Bray, who was talking about another short trip in October before we even 
reached the dock. So keep an eye out for your next opportunity to come with us on this great 
adventure.

A BRIEF REPORT ON SEPTEMBER PELAGIC TRIP
by David Jensen

FEATHERS AND FLUKES!
October 22nd 1:00 PM - 5:00 PM
The Mendocino Coast Audubon Society 
and the Noyo Center for Marine Science 
are hosting an offshore marine life tour on 
Sunday, October 22nd from 1:00 PM to 5:00 
PM aboard the Kraken. We’ll be looking 
for the many pelagic birds and whales that 
come here to feed in one of the world’s 
most productive marine environments. 
Recent trips have encountered thousands of 
Shearwaters and dozens of Humpback Whales, as well as Dall’s Porpoise and Northern Fur-
seals. Many other animals are possible, including Mola-mola (Ocean Sunfish), BlueShark, 
and a wide variety of seabirds. We will have experts on board to help spot and identify the 
birds and mammals we hope to encounter. Join us for a memorable afternoon cruise to the 
fantastic offshore world!

The price is $120 per person. You must reserve your place with the Mendocino Coast 
Audubon Society via email at mendocinoaudubon@gmail.com

mailto:mendocinoaudubon@gmail.com
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Standing on my porch in late summer, I saw a young hummingbird miss the feeder flower 
several times and overshoot the landing before finally enjoying a meal. Fledging birds, like 
many creatures in adolescence, can be hilariously awkward, but watching these evolutionary 
marvels learn to master the skies can be one of the highlights of the season.

APPRECIATING THE AWKWARD
by Megan Smithyman

Purple Martin fledgling on 8/7 at Ten Mile River. Photo by Laura Kornstein

Calling all photographers! We would love to 
showcase your latest and greatest shots on the 
newly updated Mendocino Audubon website, 
set to launch very soon. If you have high quality 
photos that you would like to contribute to help 
populate the site, we would greatly appreciate it.
 

Please send all submissions to: 
Mendobirding@gmail.com

CALL FOR ENTRIES       

Anna’s Hummingbird on 8/26 at Mendocino Coast Botanical Garden. 
Photo by Laura Kornstein

mailto:Mendobirding@gmail.com
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FIELD TRIPS FORECAST: OCTOBER 14 IS GOING TO BE A BIG DAY 
by David Jensen

Cornell Lab and eBird have invited us to join them in this year’s October Big Day, and we have 
accepted. But unlike last year, we are going to play it a little different. Rather than field one team 
to cover the coast, we are inviting everyone to join us when, where, how and how long they 
wish. We hope you will participate in any way you can: form a team with your best birding buds, 
visit your favorite secret spots alone, wander out into your backyard, or simply watch out your 
window. The official count period runs from midnight to midnight, but count for an hour or play 
for the day. The choice is yours, but please participate.

Like the annual Christmas Bird Counts, October Big Day results are steadily adding to our 
understanding of how avian species are (or are not) adapting to our ever-changing world. On 
October 14 our intent will to be part of that effort while having a good time. I have included some 
of eBird’s instructions and helpful hints below, but for a complete rundown go to 
https://ebird.org/news/october-big-day-2023

Here are a few excerpts from that website:
“Last October, nearly 35,000 people from 185 countries submitted 80,000 checklists with eBird, 
demonstrating the power of birds to bring people together. Wherever you are on 14 October, take 
a few minutes to join in this global celebration. Participate from anywhere—even from home!” 

How to participate:
Get an eBird account: eBird is a worldwide bird checklist program used by millions of birders. 
It’s what allows us to compile everyone’s contributions into a single massive October Big Day 
list—while at the same time gathering data to help scientists better understand birds. It’s 100% 
free from start to finish.

Watch birds on 14 Oct: It’s that simple. You don’t need to be a bird expert or go out all day long, 
even 10 minutes of birding from home counts. October Big Day runs from midnight to midnight 
in your local time zone. You can report what you find from anywhere in the world. Enter what 
you see and hear in eBird: You can enter your observations via our website or download the free 
eBird Mobile app to make submitting lists even easier. Please enter your checklists no later than 
17 October to be included in the results announcement.

Watch the results roll in: During the day, follow along with bird reports from more than 180 
countries in real-time on our October Big Day page.

October Big Day Pro Tips
If you’re new to eBird or want to make your checklists more valuable for science and conservation, 
take the free eBird Essentials course [Note that I intend to talk with Tim Bray prior to count day 
because I know he knows how to use eBird!]. The Cornell Lab’s free Merlin app can help you to 
identify the birds you see and hear on October Big Day.

If this sounds like something you might enjoy, but have questions or concerns, feel free to give me 
a call (707.326.8815). If you would like a partner to join your team, or if you want to join a leader, 
let me know (same phone number). 

https://ebird.org/news/october-big-day-2023
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IN MEMORIAM

Sadly, we report the recent passing of two dear friends who meant a great deal to our chapter.

Tony Eppstein was a long-time member and ardent supporter of this chapter who freely gave 
his time, talent and other resources whenever asked. When Tony moved to the coast after 
retirement, he brought with him technical skills that were sorely needed by this organization. 
Judy Steele remembers, “The first time I met Tony, Charlene and I met him for coffee and 
asked if he would usher Audubon into the digital age and be our webmaster. Of course, we 
didn’t have a website but he agreed without hesitating to create one and then watch over it.”  
He then created an electronic database for our membership records and developed our first 
email list, something that we take for granted today. Tony served as the Vice-President of 
your chapter from 2007-2012, and for several years he and his wife Maureen hosted our board 
meetings at their home.  The pleasant evenings at the Eppsteins’ dinner table are still fondly 
remembered by those who were fortunate to attend. Tony Eppstein was the consummate 
gentleman, and he will be sorely missed.

David Fix was not a member of this chapter, but he touched the 
lives of many who are, and he was an important member of the 
northwest California birding community. David was a member 
of Mad River Biologists and served for more than 20 years as 
a subregional editor for the quarterly journal North American 
Birds. He was a mentor to many Marbled Murrelet surveyors 
and biologists getting started on their careers. Like all great 
teachers, he was generous with his vast knowledge, patient, 
kind and humble in his approach to teaching. David helped train 
the volunteers for the Big River Breeding Bird Surveys, most of 
them members of this chapter. He also wrote and narrated the 
excellent and entertaining audio accompaniment to The Birds 
Voices of Northern California CD produced with Ron LeValley 
in 2007. However, I believe that David’s greatest contribution to 
the north coast birding community is his unique book, Birds of 
Northern California, from Lone Pine Publishing. This unusual 
field guide, which fortunately is available once again, is such an 
effective teaching tool for beginning and experienced birders alike because it reflects David’s 
grace and wit, the gentle touch with which he approached teaching, and his quirky outlook 
on life. Who can forget the sound of a Song Sparrow call note after David aptly described it as 
“the bark of a two-inch tall Pekingese dog.” 

Rest in peace, dear friends- job well done.
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Daniel Orr is the Director of Geospatial Science 
at Audubon California and has 15 years of cross-
sectional experience in data analysis, modeling, 
ecology, and environmental sciences. He conducts 
spatial and multi-scale modeling and analysis of 
physical and biological systems as they pertain to 
natural resources. He has current and past studies 
of avian population changes, habitat analysis and 
landscape changes as well as projects conducting 
spatial analysis and planning to inform natural 
resource and wildlife conservation across California 
landscapes. Prior to joining Audubon Daniel was a 

Research Associate and Lecturer in the College of Science at California State University, Monterey 
Bay and an Assistant Research Specialist in the Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 
at the University of California, Santa Cruz.

The Geospatial Science Program at Audubon 
California works to protect birds and the places they 
need today and tomorrow. The team works across 
priority landscapes, embedded within conservation 
teams to design, and deliver applied science and 
data syntheses to directly inform conservation at 
the national, state, and local levels. Daniel will give 
an overview of the Geospatial Science Program 
including specific examples of conservation science 
products that have led to conservation outcomes 

across California landscapes 
including, state-wide programs, Central Valley working lands and 
wetlands, Salton Sea, coasts, and urban areas and communities. He will 
also provide an update and deeper dive into the results of a 10-year 
community science study of Black Oystercatcher productivity along the 
California and Oregon coast, to which many Mendocino Coast Audubon 
Society members have contributed. 

OCTOBER EVENTS

Daniel Orr Presents:

THE GEOSPATIAL SCIENCE PROGRAM 
AT AUDUBON CALIFORNIA

Monday, October 16 at 7:00 PM
Caspar Community Center
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UPCOMING EVENTS

FIELD TRIP - SOUTH COAST RAPTORS
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11
The hawks and falcons have started to arrive, and on 
Saturday, November 11, we will again meet at the south 
end of the Navarro River bridge to form up and search 
them out. Meet us at 9 a.m., bring a lunch, water, maybe 
some snacks, and be prepared to carpool. Some may 
leave early, but many of us will continue all the way to 
Point Arena to scan the mouth of the Garcia River, then 
return home around sunset. If this wasn’t such a great 
trip we wouldn’t do it every year, so come join us for a 
memorable experience.

Our programs are brought to you with 
the support of Harbor Lite Lodge, offering 

discount lodging for Mendocino Coast 
Audubon Society guest presenters.

www.HarborLiteLodge.com

Redtailed Hawk
Photo by Megan Smithyman

FEATHERS AND FLUKES!
October 22nd, from 1:00 PM - 5:00 PM

Join us for a pelagic trip aboard the Kraken in cooperation with the Noyo Center for Marine 
Science. See page 3 for more information. The price is $120 per person. You must reserve your 
place with the Mendocino Coast Audubon Society via email at mendocinoaudubon@gmail.com

OCTOBER BIG DAY - October 14th

We are all invited to join Cornell Laboratory’s October Big Day. 
You can participate alone from the comfort of your home or at your 
favorite birding locations, but we encourage you to enjoy a day in 
the field with one or more of your best birding buds. Since the count 
period ends at midnight, we will have an informal gathering on the 
following afternoon to share our results and congratulate the team 
with the highest (believable) species count. See page 5 for more 
information or visit ebird.org/news/october-big-day-2023 American Goldfinch

Photo by Robert Dominy

mailto:mendocinoaudubon@gmail.com
http://ebird.org/news/october-big-day-2023


For complete and current calendar, updates, and useful links, visit:  
www.mendocinocoastaudubon.org

www.facebook.com/mendocinocoastaudubon

The Beginner’s Birdwalk and the Early Birdwalk at the Gardens are continuing on the regular schedule. 
As always, check our website for the most up-to-date information, and keep up with the postings on our 
Facebook page. 

CALENDAR
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OCTOBER 2023
Tuesday 3 - Mendocino Coast Audubon Society Board Meeting   6:00 PM

Saturday 7 - Beginner’s Bird Walk   9:00 AM - Noon  
           Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens, 18220 Highway 1, Fort Bragg, CA 95437

Saturday 14 - October Big Day  See more on page 5.    
 
Monday 16 - Mendocino Coast Audubon Society Meeting    7:00 PM   
 Caspar Community Center. 15051 Caspar Rd, Caspar, CA 95420
            Presentation on Geospatial Science Program at Audubon California by Daniel Orr. 
            See page 7 for more information.

Wednesday 18 - Early Bird Walk   8:00 AM - Noon  
           Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens, 18220 Highway 1, Fort Bragg, CA 95437

Saturday 22 - Feathers amd Flukes!  1:00 PM - 5:00 PM  
           A pelagic trip aboard the Kraken in cooperation with the Noyo Center for Marine Science.
 See page 3 for more information.

NOVEMBER 2023
Saturday 4 - Beginner’s Bird Walk   9:00 AM - Noon  
           Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens, 18220 Highway 1, Fort Bragg, CA 95437

Tuesday 7 - Mendocino Coast Audubon Society Board Meeting   6:00 PM

Wednesday 15 - Early Bird Walk   8:30 AM - Noon  
           Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens, 18220 Highway 1, Fort Bragg, CA 95437

Monday 20 - Mendocino Coast Audubon Society Meeting    7:00 PM  
            Caspar Community Center. 15051 Caspar Rd, Caspar, CA 95420 

https://www.mendocinocoastaudubon.org/
https://www.facebook.com/mendocinocoastaudubon


President  Tim Bray  tbray@mcn.org  (707) 734-0791
Vice President  David Jensen  djensen@mcn.org  (707) 964-8163
Secretary  Roger Adamson radamson@mcn.org
Treasurer  Jim Havlena  havlenas@fix.net
Education  Pam Huntley  pjhuntley@hotmail.com
Membership  Adam Hutchins raptorous@me.com  (707) 734-3470
Zoom Czar  Nicolet Houtz  nicolethoutz@gmail.com
Programs  Mary Glanville rxdoc@cal.berkeley.edu  
Newsletter/Website Megan Smithyman mendobirding@gmail.com
Off-Board Chairs:
Scholarship Chair Judy Steele  judys@mcn.org
Social Media                Catherine Keegan        keegan@mcn.org
Programs  Terra Fuller  terrafuller74@gmail.com (707) 964-4675 
Programs  Hayley Ross  hayleyhross@gmail.com

MCAS BOARD MEMBERS AND PROGRAM CHAIRS 2023-2024

Mendocino Coast Audubon Society e-mail address: audubon@mcn.org

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the Mendocino Coast Audubon Society is to help people appreciate and enjoy native 
birds, and to conserve and restore local ecosystems for the benefit of native birds and other wildlife.

MENDOCINO COAST AUDUBON SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 2297
FORT BRAGG, CA, 95437
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